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May, there occurred at Boston one of the most con-
spicuous attempts to rescue a fugitive slave, in
which a mob led by Thomas Wentworth Higginsoii
attacked the guards of Anthony Burns, a captured
fugitive, killed one of them, but failed to get the
slave, who was carried to a revenue cutter between
lines of soldiers and returned to slavery. Among
numerous details of the hour the burning of
Douglas in effigy is perhaps worth passing notice.
In July the anti-Nebraska men of Michigan held
a convention, at which they organized as a politi-
cal party and nominated a state ticket. Of their
nominees, two had hitherto ranked themselves
as Free-Soilers, three as anti-slavery Democrats,
and five as Whigs. For the name of their party
they chose "Republican," and as the foundation
of their platform the resolution "That, postpon-
ing and suspending all differences with regard to
political economy or administrative policy," they
would "act cordially and faithfully in unison,"
opposing the extension of slavery, and would "co-
operate and be known as * Republican/ until the
contest be terminated."
The history of the next two years is, in its main
outlines, the story of the war in Kansas and of the
spread of this new party throughout the North. It